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art o n Ma i n fe b r u a ry 2017
museletter

“Fine Art: a term referring to art created for 
viewing, such as painting and sculpture, as 
opposed to fine craft…”

The Language of ART
Understanding the language involved in the 
making or viewing of art can sometimes be 
confusing. We have had requests from readers to 
publish a list of some widely-used terminology.  
Therefore, by popular demand, we present here 
a short list of art terms:
Acrylic Paint: fast-drying paint made of pigment 
suspended in acrylic polymer emulsion
Assemblage: a form of three-dimensional visual 
art whose compositions are formed from everyday 
items
All Prima: technique in which the final surface of a 
painting is completed in one sitting
Archival: refers to materials that meet certain 
criteria for permanence 
Blending: smoothing the edges of two colors 
together so they have a smooth gradation where 
they meet
Brushwork: the characteristic way each artist 
brushes paint onto a support
Canvas: closely woven cloth used as a support for 
painting
Casting: a manufacturing process in which a liquid 
material is usually poured into a mold which 
contains a hollow cavity of the desired shape, and 
then allowed to solidify
Collage: a technique of picture making in which 
the artist uses materials other than the traditional 
paint, such as cut paper, wood, sand and so on
Composition: the arrangement of elements by an 
artist in a painting or drawing

Etching: the art of preparing plates, especially 
metal plates, from which designs and pictures are 
printed

Fabrication: artwork constructed from raw ma-
terials such as sheet metal and wire (can apply to 
sculpture and jewelry)

Fine Art: a term referring to art created for viewing, 
such as painting and sculpture, as opposed to fine 
craft, which refers to objects that are functional, 
such as ceramics and glass

Fused Glass: glass that has been placed in a kiln 
and heated at a high range of temperatures from 
1100-F to 1500-F

Giclée Print: a generic term for cutting edge ink jet 
fine art reproductions

Glaze: a type of glass that is especially made to 
stick onto the surface of ceramics

Hue: the perceived color of an object
Intensity: the purity and brightness of a color

Lightfast: resistant to fading or other changes due 
to light 

Local Color: the actual color of an object or surface, 
unaffected by shadow coloring, light quality or 
other factors
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Medium: the material chosen by the artist for 
working (the plural is media)
Mixed Media: in drawing and painting this refers 
to the use of different media in the same picture
Mosaic: picture making technique using small 
units of variously colored materials (glass, tile, 
stone) set in mortar
Pastel: an art medium in the form of a stick, 
consisting of pure powdered pigment and a 
binder
Plein Air: describes paintings done outside directly 
from the subject
Sculpture: the act of processing hard materials (stone, 
wood, clay) into three-dimensional works of art 

Shade: term for a color darkened with black
Tint: term for a color lightened with white. Also, in 
a mixture of colors, the tint is the dominant color
Value: the relative lightness or darkness of a hue 

“Plein Air: describes paintings done outside 
directly from the subject”

Watercolor: a technique of painting using a binder 
made from a water-soluble gum
Warp, Weft: in weaving, the warp threads are 
aligned vertically on the loom whereas the weft 
threads are aligned horizontally C

Highlights from three Art on Main artists… 
                             plus our upcoming Guest Artist

Helen Scofield
Helen’s giant paintings of flowers celebrate the 
artist’s love of and involvement with color. Her 

medium of choice 
is oil because of its 
richness and tex-
ture, and her inspi-
ration comes from 
subject matter that 
stirs her creativ-
ity via color and 
her emotional re-
sponse to it. Walk-

ing into the artist’s well-lit home feels like trekking 
through a field. Inspired by a visit to the Georgia 
O’Keefe museum in Abiquiu, New Mexico, the art-
ist has created her 
own version for her 
tall walls.
      Asked about her 
favorite artist tool, 
she readily points 
out that it’s not just 
her paintbrush, but 
a reverse mirror 
that she uses. When she wants to get a better 
perspective of her large paintings, she can use this 
mirror, which makes things smaller, so she doesn’t 
have to walk far away to view her work. While 
Helen’s busy in her studio she likes to listen to a 
variety of music - classical, tunes from the 40s, or 
perhaps the ukulele music of the Blue Shoes and 

Peggy Reza. For her, painting is a very relaxing 
escape and music is part of that.
 Outside of her art career, Helen is a very high 
flyer. She has a pilot’s license(!) and for 14 years 
belonged to a women’s flying club started by the 
famous Amelia Earhart called the 99’s. With her club 
she went on a lot of interesting field trips, marking 
all the airstrips with their name and elevation. 
 The artist has lived in Calaveras County for 
25 years. Educated in art through college courses, 
workshops and private lessons, she has won awards 
at the prestigious Central California Art League 
Exhibit (Gallo Winery), the Haggin Museum, the 
Carriage Show, the Mother Lode Art Association, 
Ironstone Vineyard’s Spring Symphony Exhibit as 
well as several California county fairs. She won the 
2007 Ironstone Vineyard’s “Spring Obesession” 
Poster award for her oil painting, “Spring.” C

Guest Artist… 
Jill Figler 
Come by and see the 
work of Jill Figler, an 
acclaimed signature 
member of the National 
Watercolor Society and 
longtime resident of 
Jamestown, California. 
She will be our guest 
artist for the months of 
February and March. C
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Duane Papais
When Duane Papais first 
decided to publish his 
graphic-based artwork, 
he wondered, “Am I OUT 
OF MY MIND?” Always 
leaning towards artistic 
pursuits, by the time he 
entered college, Duane 
had turned his creative 

focus to architecture. His architectural background 
taught him about line and balance and eventually 
he used these things and took an imaginative ap-
proach to the graphic art he now produces. His 
work is bright and colorful and though he uses 
‘OUT OF MY MIND’ as reference to his art busi-
ness, he certainly is not.
 Duane says his most 
useful tool is a pencil. It’s 
the main tool he uses to put 
his ideas on paper before 
moving on to his computer 
where he uses Adobe Illus-
trator and Photo Shop pro-
grams to further work out 
his concept. Duane some-
times starts with a widely 
recognized acronym, such 
as BFF or LOL, to fun and 
colorful advantage in his 
design, and then produces the result via a digital 
print. His animal motifs, such as Zebra Stack and 
Giraffe Reflection, draw the attention of people of 
all ages, as does his widely popular San Francisco 
Giants 2012 World Champions print. 
 The artist favors the elegant botanical art 
portraying whimsical fairies created by his wife, 
Bambi. He also says he loves a large oil painting 
done by local artist Sarah Evans that he got in ex-
change for a set of architectural plans for her new 
home in Murphys. The painting, he says, takes him 
to a peaceful place down a country lane flanked by 
large eucalyptus trees. He likes the subtle rainbow 
of colors that draw him into the painting. 
 The artist’s life in the Sierras allows him to 
enjoy, in his words, a mystical environment. It’s 
a special place indeed, and if you were to visit, 
he would have you see the rapids and wondrous 
granite outcroppings of the local Stanislaus River. 
Most people might not realize it, but Duane has 
a dream to live on a cliff - on the Italian coast 
overlooking the Mediterranean Sea! C

Karen O’Neill
It’s hard to miss the striking quality of work pro-
duced by artist Karen O’Neill, who manages to 
weave her background in watercolor florals and 
landscapes into her more recent work in acrylics. 
The artist has always had a particular love for roses 
and calla lilies, but if you look closely at one of her 

colorful paintings of koi 
fish living in the kelp for-
est, you may recognize her 
exploration into the subtle 
abstraction of more tradi-
tional subjects. She has, in 
fact, been the featured artist 
in Koi USA magazine and 
her koi and floral paintings 
have graced the cover of the 
Harbinger magazine. One 

of her koi paintings was awarded first place in wa-
tercolors and was pictured on the cover of KVIE’s 
“On Six” September 2003 program guide as well.
 Karen’s landscape paintings are of the nearby 
California High Sierras and have been selected as 
the Bear Valley Music Festival’s poster painting 
several times. She was awarded Best of Show at 
the 2011 Arts of Bear Valley Summer Show. She 
says “Bear” is the place that makes her spirits soar 
and, when asked, is where she would take visitors 
from out of town, hoping they might experience 
those same feelings. 
 The artist didn’t need to look far for inspi-
ration. Her mother was a very accomplished oil 
painter who received many awards for her work. 
It may come as a 
surprise for those 
who know her that 
she and her mother 
were the featured 
artists and exhibited 
together in three 
mother/daughter 
shows! 
 Apart from her mother’s work, of which she 
says she would find it difficult to choose a favor-
ite, Karen owns an original Jane Hofstetter water-
color of Yosemite’s Half Dome. She was greatly 
pleased to find it included in Jane’s book: 7 Keys 
to Great Paintings. Another wonderful original oil 
painting that Karen owns is by Harold Ward, an 
early founder of Northern California Arts Inc. in 
1939, and a friend of her mother. The painting was 
in her family home when she was growing up. C
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Third Annual 
Mark Twain Elementary Gallery Visit

Fifth grade students from Mark Twain Elementary 
visited Art on Main along with their teachers, 
Jessica Bottomly and Shandra Martinez, in order to 
observe the works of local artists and learn about the use 
of various mediums and subject matter. They marveled 
at the art pieces and added to their art vocabulary 
with some instruction by gallery artist Susan King. 

“…to observe the works of local artists and learn about 
the use of various mediums and subject matter.”

Each student chose their favorite art piece and did a 
drawing of it. Parents and Grandparents who accompa-
nied the classes enjoyed the experience too. C

Gallery Artists Include:
Jan Alcalde, Marianna Bologna, Marlene 
Bradford, Kathleen Canning, Sarah Evans, 
Annie Fountain, Carol Goff, Christine 
Halley, Carole Kamerlink, Ron Kamerlink, 
Susan King, Jane Lucas, Charlotte Mahood, 
Therese & Steve May, Judy Morgan, Ruth 
Morrow, Karen O’Neill, Bambi Papais, 
Duane Papais, Donna Perkins, Marilyn 
Richards, Helen Scofield, Lori Sturdivant, 
Sarah Switek, Joani Taylor, Martha Wallace, 
Vienna Watkins, Larry D. White, and Shirley 
Wilson-Rose. C

Irish Days
Art on Main will have a booth in front of the gallery 
on Irish Day, Saturday, March 18, 2017, celebrating 
all things Irish. This is a big all-day event in 
Murphys honoring its Celtic heritage. Festivities 
include a parade, entertainment, music, dancers, 
food, crafts, local wine and beer. C

Change of Art
Our next art rotation is February 7, 2017 so please 
stop in and see our new work. And when you do 
come in to visit the gallery, be sure to fill out a 
card at the front desk and get the opportunity to 
win a $50 gift certificate. Congratulations to Trudy 
Lackey of Murphys, California, the winner of our 
last drawing! C


